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Tanda’s in Egypt, Morocco and Afghanistan   
 
The discovery of «Tanda» in Egypt and Morocco confirms that India’s Banjara people 
should be included in the enlarged family of tribes of Middle Eastern origin.  
 
The Banjaras are mentioned in Class 7 history book made by The National Council of 
Educational Research and Training (NCERT): 
«The Banjaras were the most important trader nomads. Their caravan was called tanda. 
Sultan Alauddin Khalji used the Banjaras to transport grain to the city markets. Emperor 
Jahangir wrote in his memoirs that the Banjaras carried grain on their bullocks from 
different areas and sold it in towns. They transported food grain for the Mughal army during 
military campaigns. With a large army there could be 100,000 bullocks carrying grain». (1)  
 
Banjaras are identified as caravan traders in north India at the end of the 13th century A.D. Still 
the origin of the word «Tanda» is very unlikely found in Central or South Asia. In the third 
National Banjara Professors Conference. Prof. Vishnu J. Chavan, Vice Principal of 
Vaidyanath College, Beed district, Maharashtra, wrote:  
«In the history of India written by S.R. Kanitkar in 1934, he states that the Banjaras were 
traversing the whole of India and abroad between 600 B.C and 350 B.C. That means the 
Banjara tribe must have its origin much earlier than 3.000 years ago».  
The identification of the origin of the word «Tanda» for nomadic camp is essential for the 
rediscovery of the origin of the Banjara tribe. The link between the Banjaras and the Kuchi 
(Kochi) tribes in Afghanistan has been established by their use of coins in their females dress 
code and their common use of Tanda. Like Tandah Ghar Mountain near the city of Kandahar. 
(2). If the Banjaras were international traders in ancient civilisations beyond the Indus Valley, 
it should also be possible to rediscover evidences of trade along «laman margs» further into 
Persia and the Middle East. Long distant travellers 1.000 B.C surely encountered both the 
Egyptian Pharaohs kingdoms in Egypt and the Davidic Kingdom of Israel, and in particular 
King Solomon. Ancient contact with the Jewish kingdom and the Temple of Jerusalem is 
proven by the use of King Solomon’s seal up to this date in both the state of Karnataka (3) 
and Morocco (4). Thousands of kilometres apart, using the word Tanda for nomadic camp.   
 
Tanda and Gypcian 
 
Banjara professor Dinesh Sewa Rathod explained the origin of the word «gypsy» in the 
booklet of the 7th National conference of the National Banjara Professors Association. 
«The English term gypsy originates from the middle English Gypcian, short of Egyptian».  
A workable hypothesis would therefore be:  
- If Egypt is the original dwelling places of the gypsy tribes, the word «Tanda» should be 
found in Egypt. Also along the path nomadic tribes of Egyptian origin must have taken 
westwards into the desert and mountains of North Africa. And in particular: If the gypsies 
have a connection with the ancient people of Israel, «Tanda» should be found in the district of 
Goshen. The tribes of Israel dwelled there for 400 years before their biblical exodus through 
the Red Sea.   
 
The acknowledgement of the Banjara male DNA being of Middle Eastern origin (5) 
strengthen this hypothesis. This narrative of history is supported by a village named Tandah 
along the river Nile 250 kilometres south of the capital Cairo. (6) There is also a city named 
Tanda/Tanta in Goshen. (7) ). It is reasonable that the first journey of the Banjaras was 
eastbound out of the Nile delta, long time before the Banjaras entered Hindustan though the 
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Khyber pass where Tanda Gali is located 1.223 meters above sea level. The Banjaras were 
part takers in 2.000 B.C- 1.000 B.C civilisations that had Egypt as their major stumbling stone 
and crossroad. 
 
Tanda in Morocco  
 
A confirmation that Egypt must be the origin of Tanda is found in Morocco. In the 8th 
century A.D two nomadic tribes took a westward path from Egypt, and settled near the city of 
Fez at the foothills of the Atlas Mountains. Just southwest of Fez I discovered a hill named 
Dhar Ain Tanda (8). It is located at an elevation of 967 meters. Fez has a Jewish quarter and 
is also the district centre for tribal area Ain Lhassene Ou Youssef, one of a handful of such 
inside this kingdom. The name «Youssef» is the Arabian version of Joseph, son of Jacob 
(Israel), son of Isaak, son of Abraham. Biblical Joseph served as Prime Minister in the 
kingdom of the Egyptian Pharaoh, and gifted the tribes of Israel the land of Goshen. If there 
was only one tanda in Morocco, this could have been a strange coincidence, and not essential 
for the task of finding the origin of this word. But there are a handful of tandas along the 
Moroccan edges of the Atlantic Ocean. In north east you can visit Tanda Ifrane (9). This 
tanda is also known by the name Sidi el Haj Youssef, a religious shrine in memory of a local 
11th century saint honoured by both local Muslims and Jews (10). The Atlas Mountains is the 
ancient dwelling place of Berber Jews and other Berber tribes. These tribes can be recognized 
by their females use of coins as a part of the headgear, a trade mark of nomadic tribes with 
links to the Middle East. It is likely that this tradition had its starting point inside the 
Achaemenid Persian empire 600 B.C - 350 B.C. (11).  
 

 
Photo1. The Berber tribes took their Persian coin traditions with them to Morocco.  
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Photo2. Tandah is a village along the river Nile south of Cairo.  
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Photo3. Tanda Ifrane is located where Moroccan Jews had settlements.  
 

 
Photo4. Dhar Ain Tanda is just above a fresh spring of water.  
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The great return  
 
As violent Islam expanded out of the Arab peninsula in the 7th century A.D, these nomadic 
tribes of Israel tried to escape. Both Jews and Christians who believed in the Messiah. Some 
tribes fled eastwards into the mountains of Afghanistan. Others westwards to the Atlas 
Mountains of Morocco. Their ability to return home became an option after the state of Israel 
was formed in 1948. During the 1950-ties and 60-ties more than 250.000 Jews from Morocco 
were granted Israeli citizenship. 70.000 Jews have returned home from India. From a 
Christian perspective, their homecoming is a part of the Messiah’s promise to return to His 
own regathered people in Jerusalem at the end of the age. During His first coming the 
Messiah bluntly said He had only come to save the lost sheep of Israel. Sins will be forgiven 
and all generational curses broken, for all who return to God of Israel, and embrace the 
original faith of the Middle Eastern pastoral nomadic tribes.   
 
IVAR FJELD is the President of The Banjara Association of Norway. An investigative 
journalist and researcher into ancient history of the Banjara people, and author of two books: 
«Kuchi Banjara, from Ghor to Goa » and «Gypsy and daughter of Israel, Gor Banjara».  
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